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Report to Village Council  
Benjamin I. Holbert, III, Mayor 

 

March 14, 2018 

Meeting Three – Year 1 
 

Summary 
 

Members of Village Council and Madam President.  I would like to share a summary of 

activities from the Mayor for your consideration.  The Mayor of Woodmere village was 

officially sworn in January 1, 2018 by a notary public.  
 

➢ The public ceremony took place January 7, 2018. Eighty-one (81) guests signed 

the attendance sheet but there was an overflow crowd attending the ceremony. 

We were honored to have Channel 19 News Anchor Harry Boomer serve as 

Master of Ceremonies.  

 

➢ Clerk Blakemore, Councilmembers Brockwell, Todd Miller, Wade and myself 

were sworn in by the Honorable Pinkney S. Carr, Cleveland Municipal Court.  

Woodmere Vendor Vicki Dansby provided the event planning and Chef Stacey 

Stoudemire and her team provided the refreshments. 

 

➢ Prior to the swearing-in, the Mayor had conversations with the administrative 
team; we met on several occasions with Police Chief Sheila Mason on 
departmental goals, needs, challenges.   

 
➢ We met with the police department at rollcall. Spoke briefly about our vision.   

Ongoing conversations with the law director, treasurer, service director, and fire 
chief.  

 
➢ We met with Melanie Whitman, School Board member for the Orange school 

district about the Superintendent search.  A decision has not been made on the 
Superintendent but our office will keep in close contact with the School Board for 
updates on the selection.   
 

➢ We are also scheduling meetings with the Orange Schools recreation department 
for collaboration for specific opportunities for village residents.  

 
➢ Met with Village Engineer Ed Hren. It was an excellent discussion about available 

resources for potential community infrastructure projects. We have scheduled 
additional talks to discuss the plausibility of implementation and developing a 
timeline.  
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➢ Met with Building Inspector Bob McLaughlin to discuss departmental needs and 
concerns.  He will be arranging the Annual Fire inspection in concert with Chief 
Brewington.  Four apartments in our municipality are the preliminary focus.   

 

➢ The Mayor participated in an oral presentation with the State of Ohio in 
Columbus.  The State asked for RFPs for Tourism with a Multicultural focus. The 
presentation was made January 4, 2018.  The state expects to make an award 
by the end of next week.  

 

The NEXT 30 days:  
 

▪ Administration will develop RFP for website design 

▪ Administration will develop RFQ for Human Resources  
o (Per Performance Audit) Presented to council by Stokes Consulting Group, LLC April 2017) 

▪ Developing ad-hock Committee for Congresswoman Marcia L. Fudge, 11th 

Congressional District Labor Day Parade 

▪ Developing ad-hock Committee for Woodmere Village Diamond Jubilee – 75th 

Anniversary.  

 

▪ Attending the Annual Chagrin/Southeast Council of Government Annual Meeting 

▪ Mayor has been invited to serve on the St. Martin de Porres Marketing and 

Communications Committee:  One-of-15 Community Leaders invited to serve. 

▪ Administrative Assistant, Daphne Evans, to attend MLK Breakfast at Cleveland 

Clinic on behalf of the Mayor. 

 

▪ Communications Consultant Mary Flenner will lead an “invitation-only” meeting  

▪ pertaining to communications, graphics, and Village Marketing initiatives.  

▪ Community Liaison Bob Ivory is meeting with County, State and Community 

groups including representatives with the NAACP and Congresswoman Fudge’s 

Local Office. 

▪ Economic Consultant Gary Murphy has met with agencies and investment teams 

to introduce himself as an agent for Woodmere Village.  

 

▪ Mayor will meet with University Circle President, Chris Roynane   

▪ Mayor will confer Delta Sigma Theta with a Founders Day Proclamation – 105 

years of service and sisterhood.  

 
SPECIAL NOTE: 
 

Decision was made to postpone the Mayor’s Court for January 6, 2018 due to inclement 

weather.  The Assistant Prosecutor and Magistrate offered to hold court in case defendants did 

appear; the court dispensed of roughly 25 cases despite the weather conditions. 
 

-End- 


