
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Report of the Mayor 
Benjamin Holbert III, Mayor 

March 11, 2020 

Year-three/month 3 

  

Mayors and Managers Briefing 

  

Received briefing from Dr. Steven Gordon of Cleveland Clinic Infectious Disease doctor 

on the Novel Corona Virus (Covid-19) - February 13 – additional meetings and 

conference calls followed.    

 

Distributed memorandum of the same to Village Chiefs and Directors and mailed 

letters advising village residents of the importance of this public health concern. The 

Administration has been in contact with village businesses pertaining to policies and 

procedures for coronavirus (COVID-19).   

 

The World Health Organization has declared (COVID-19) a global pandemic. 

  

Master Planning Update – (Open House) 

  

Continue to determine optimum date for an Open House to advise residents about the 

final stage of the Master Planning initiative. (Pictures) 

https://www.countyplanning.us/projects/woodmere-master-plan/ 

  

Cuyahoga Community College (Eastern Campus) 

  

Tri-C Eastern Campus sponsored the 2020 African American Read-In Thursday, 

February 13 from 11 am – 12:30pm in the Performance Theater.  The theme, "My 

Brother's Keeper: Celebrating Black Male Poets", panelist included Ben Holbert, Mayor, 

Village of Woodmere; Rev. Paul Hobson Sadler, Sr, Senior Pastor, Mt Zion 

Congregational United Church of Christ, Daniel Gray-Kontar, Founder & Executive 

Director, Twelve Literary Arts; Dr. Christopher Hawkins, assistant professor, 

Counseling and counselor, Cuyahoga Community College, Eastern Campus.  

(Photos) 

https://www.countyplanning.us/projects/woodmere-master-plan/


Pancake Breakfast (February 2020) 

  

The Mayor and Councilwoman Vivian Walker welcomed a dozen seniors for the 

February pancake breakfast.   

 

The mayor offered remarks and prayer and Councilwoman Walker facilitated another 

wonderful program featuring comments from a representative of Cuyahoga 

County Options for Independent Living Program is a flexible, affordable program that 

provides in-home care to Cuyahoga County residents.  

 

Options for Independent Living Eligibility: Ages 18-59 and disabled or 60 years and 

over. For further information or to make referral, call 216-420-6700.   

 

Village Seniors also heard from Rachel A. Kabb-Effron, Esq., Woodmere Village 

resident and owner of the Kabb Law Firm in Beachwood, Ohio specializing in Elder 

law.   Councilwoman Nakeshia Nickerson attended the event along with former 

Councilwoman Alberta Fanning. (See Photos) 

  

 Kent State University - 50th years of Black History 

  

On February 15, Kent State University Black Alumni Chapter (KSUBAC) in conjunction 

with the Department of Pan African Studies at Kent State University presented “Still 

Involved, Fifty Years Later” at Kent State University, Kent Ohio. The event 

commemorated the first official Black History Month Celebration held at Kent State 

University in 1970. 

 

Mayor Holbert was recognized for his student involvement at Kent state from 1980 to 

1984 where he founded the college chapter of the NAACP; was elected to the 

undergraduate student government; Member Black United Students and participated in 

a contingent of students that travel to Washington DC in support of making Dr. Martin 

Luther King Junior’s birthday a national holiday. (Pictures attached) 

 

Highland Hills – 30 Celebration – State of the Village. 

 

Mayor Holbert was invited by, and attended Mayor Michael Booker State of the Village 

address and 30th anniversary celebration.   (Photo attached) 

 

State of Black Cleveland (February 19)   Attended the event presented by Cleveland 

NAACP  

 



Ursuline College Presidents Advisory Board 

 

Ursuline College offers holistic education that transforms students for service, 

leadership and professional excellence. Mayor Holbert was appointed as a member of 

the President’s Advisory Board at Ursuline College by Sister Christine De Vinne, 

O.S.U., Ph.D., 17th President of Ursuline College.  Photo attached 

  

Orange Schools Mayors meeting with School Board. March 9, 2020 

  

Superintendent of schools along with the school board presented an update to member 

municipalities.  Superintendent present at the quality profile that is available on the 

orange school district website.  

 

He indicated that fall Kindergarten registration is as high as it’s been in five years.  The 

district is taking precautions for the coronavirus (COVID-19). Woodmere Village has 

144 students in attendance that represents roughly 8% of the school district population. 

 

Mayor Holbert reported Village activities and Woodmere’s intent to be more involved 

in school-related events. The administration is working to prepare a special message to 

Village students about prom fun and prom safety. 

 

Meeting at University Hospital at Bedford. March 10, 2020 

 

Mayor Holbert along with Daphne Evans attended a briefing by administrators of 

Bedford Hospital a division of Universitys Hospitals. Primary topics included 

coronavirus, hepatitis C, infant mortality, And how some residence in the south east 

portion of Cuyahoga County use paramedics and ambulances for superficial medical 

treatment. When individuals call 911 for minor medical complaints squads and 

ambulances are taken out of service and are not allowing municipalities to service 

critically ill patients.  

 

City Mission. Linda Uveges - Executive Director  

 

Met with the executive director at the city Mission, Linda Uveges. Ms. Uveges 

explained projects going in Cuyahoga County and how the Village of Woodmere may 

be able to provide assistance to men and women who are disadvantaged. 

 

 

 

 



Census 2020 

 

Mayor Holbert attend an invitation-only session Featuring local Mayors and pastors to 
discuss the critical need for a complete count of the census in minority communities. As 
a result, Mayor Holbert work with Richmond heights Council woman Kim Thomas to 
generate a press release. The focus is to get elected leaders to Complete their senses 
questionnaire on April 1 and upload photographs to social network platforms.  

This effort should encourage constituents to do the same.    

In the 2010 Census one million children were undercounted.  2.1 percent of the black 
population; 1.5 percent of the Hispanic population was undercounted. “While the 
overall coverage of the census was exemplary, the traditional hard-to-count groups, like 
renters, were counted less well,” according to the Census Director. Because ethnic and 
racial minorities disproportionately live in hard-to-count circumstances, they too were 
undercounted relative to the majority population. 

 

Meeting with Future Heights representative 

 

Met with Deanna Bremer Fisher, Publisher, Heights Observer; Executive Director, 

Future Heights.   Ms. Bremer Fisher offered considerable insight on the challenges 

facing Cleveland Heights and what her organization did to combat blight, negative 

perceptions, apathy, and other challenges to revive neighborhoods and business 

districts in Cleveland Heights. Mayor shared initiatives in existing in Woodmere. 

 

19 News Viewing and Town Hall (Tuesday, February 25) 

 

Mayor Holbert was invited to an Invitation only screening of 400 Years: The Vestiges of 

Slavery in Cleveland Special.  2019 marks the 400th anniversary of Africans being 

brought to America as part of the slave trade.  

 

The program featured Harry Boomer, Sia Nyorkor, and Tiffany Tucker who are news 

anchors on WOIO. 

 

 “When you look at the conditions in the African-American community, the 

disproportionate rate of incarceration, the high health disparities, the low employment 

rates, you name it, on most social indicators of wellness and outcomes, African-

Americans rank near the bottom and a lot of that is due to the residual effects of 

structural racism,” according to Harry Boomer.  



POINTS OF FUTURE INTEREST 

 

• The Mayor continues to receive inquiries for individuals looking to buy parcels 

in the Village to build housing 

• The Mayor and Police Chief reminds residents TSA Check: Does Your Driver's 

License Have a Star on It?  If not, the residents may not be able to fly. 

• Cuyahoga County Development would like to present to Planning and Zoning 

and the Village Council the details of the Master Planning Report.  

• Headquarters Highway continues to advance – Initiated by the Village of 

Woodmere and has the support of more than dozen mayors along the 271 

Corridor 

• Resident Letitia Nalls continues her request to present to Village Council her 

credentials to benefit Village operations. 

• CENSUS Day is April 1, 2020 

 

This concludes the report in progress of the Mayor 
 

 
     Ursuline College Presidents Advisory Board 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cuyahoga Community College (Eastern Campus) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

KENT STATE UNIVERSITY 50 ANNIVERSARY BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF THE HILLAND HILLS VILLAGE ADDRESS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST (February) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WOIO CBS 400 YEARS VESTIGES OF SLAVERY 

 
 



 
 

MASTER PLANNING MEETING.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


